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The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), signed into force in 1970, has long been considered the corner-
stone of the global nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament regime. Spanning three pillars of activity,
including nuclear disarmament, nuclear non-proliferation, and the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, the NPT
is grounded on a Grand Bargain that sees its majority 185 non-nuclear-armed States Parties commit to not
develop nuclear weapons, on the premise that the P-5 nuclear-armed states agree to steps towards eventual
nuclear disarmament. 50 years since its entry into force the NPT approaches its 10th quinquennial review
conference in 2020 under a storm of unusual magnitude. The issues facing the NPT at 50 capture a plethora
of both long-standing and more recent political and security challenges. These include a rumbling discontent
over the effectiveness of the NPT and other nuclear disarmament negotiating forums, discord centring on
the recent Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, deep concerns over the demise of the INF Treaty,
fraught relations between the US and Russia over the START-II negotiations, the US withdrawal from the
JCPOA, and ongoing nuclear proliferation concerns in Iran and North Korea. This roundtable brings together
leading and early-career researchers specialising in global nuclear politics and diplomacy. Chaired by Spain’s
former Ambassador to the Conference on Disarmament, this roundtable brings together speakers from across
the UK and Europe specialising in the politics, issues, and actors currently shaping the NPT. Discussants will
not only address the major challenges impacting the NPT as it turns 50, but reflect on the key actors involved,
including both individual States Parties and group players. This roundtable will further shed fresh empirical
insight into the NPT’s 10th Review Conference (held in April 2020), and crucially address the ‘what next’ for
the NPT moving forward.
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