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This panel would continue some of the discussion on mothering from BISA 2024 and raise new issues around
how we negotiate grief while working in international relations, conflict studies, youth studies, peace studies,
postcolonial studies— how is this intersected by the dislocatedness associated with migration and how caring
responsibilities are intensified when we are ‘out of place’. What does it mean to think of older age moth-
ering and ageing/mature bodies/minds/selves as we navigate conferencing, ageing parents, older children,
long working/commuting days, COVID aftermaths, increasing and chronic stress related illnesses and what
it means to be senior or junior in academia. How does the conversation change when we look at mothering
from this more inclusive, broader and deeper perspective? What does it mean to do IR in the midst of these
kin and other responsibilities and conditions? What do we do when our kin is many miles away, suffering or
in need? How does that affect how we think about the international and what kind of IR scholars we can or
should be?
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