
BISA 2026 Conference

Contribution ID: 1879 Contribution code: TH04 Type: Roundtable

Ideas That Move the Field: Stefan Elbe, Global
Health Security, and New Horizons of IR Scholarship

on Global Health Politics
Thursday 4 June 2026 16:45 (1h 30m)

This roundtable brings together scholars working at the intersection of global health and International Rela-
tions to celebrate the intellectual contributions of Stefan Elbe to this field. Stefan’s work has been foundational
in establishing global health—and particularly global health security—as a central concern in IR. Over the past
two decades, his work has illuminated how health issues have become deeply entangled with security politics,
scientific and technological developments, and global governance. Moreover, Stefan’s scholarship has con-
tinuously propelled the field forward by creatively bringing together diverse theoretical traditions, such as
pharmaceuticalisation, information theory, postcolonial studies, infrastructure studies, and science and tech-
nology studies, to shed light on the evolving nexus of health and security. Through this intellectual range,
Stefan has opened new conceptual pathways and vocabularies for understanding the political life of biological
threats, medical countermeasures, and the infrastructures that sustain global health security practices. The
roundtable convenes scholars whose research has been influenced by Stefan’s work to reflect on his intellec-
tual contributions, the new thinking it has generated, and the directions in which it continues to push the
study of global health politics. It considers how Stefan’s intellectual curiosity exemplifies the kind of open,
interdisciplinary, and forward-looking scholarship needed for the next 50 years of the discipline.
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