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This panel examines how traditional approaches to understanding international organisations (I0s), which
have revolved around the concepts of formal delegation and principal control, require nuancing in lights of
how contemporary IOs actually function. Across diverse cases, which include human rights, peacekeeping,
macroeconomic policy, and migration governance, we observe the need to theorise informal practices, re-
lational dynamics, and struggles for authority among multiple stakeholders with competing interests. The
papers collectively advance our understanding of IO design and functioning, internal and external legitimacy,
accountability and control, and informality in global governance. They showcase the methodological diversity
and sophistication in the field of IO studies including interviews, archival methods, participant observation,
and surveys.
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